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One thing is certain : there is nothing more ancient
and primitive, not only in India, but in the whole
Aryan world, than the hymns of the Rig-Veda. So
far as we are Aryans in language, that is in thought,
so far the Rig-Veda is our own most ancient book.

And now let me tell you, what will again sound
like a fairy-tale, but is nevertheless a simple fact.
That Rig-Veda which, for more than three, or it may
be four thousand years, has formed the foundation
of the religious and moral life of untold millions
of human beings, had never been published; and by
a combination of the most fortunate circumstances,
it fell to my lot to bring out the first complete edition
of that sacred text, together with the commentary of
greatest authority among Hindu theologians, the
commentary of S&yana AHrya.

The Rig-Veda consists of 1017 or 1028 hymns,
each on an average of ten verses. The total number
of words, if we may trust native scholars, amounts
to 153,826.

The Veda handed down by oral tradition.

But how, you may ask, was that ancient literature
preserved? At present, no doubt, there are MSS.
of the Veda, but few Sanskrit MSS. in India are
older than 1000 after Christ, nor is there any evi-
dence that the art of writing was known in India
much before the beginning of Buddhism, or the very
end of the ancient Vedic literature. How then were
these ancient hymns, and the Brahmarcas, and it may
be, the Sfttras too, preserved ? Entirely by memory,
but by memory kept under the strictest discipline.